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Acknowledgement of
Country
We acknowledge that today
we meet on many Aboriginal
lands.
We acknowledge the
traditional custodians of the
lands, and we show our
respect for elders past,
present and emerging.
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Agenda
The purpose of today is to provide you with more
information about the proposal, hear your feedback
and answer any questions you might have.
Feel free to drop any questions into the chat function
as we go through each section. We will pause for
discussion at the end of each presentation topic.

The project and
proposal

Tom Allen
Project Development Manager

About Terrain Solar
We are a proud Australian and NSW
company and value our strong
relationships with the local
community.
Through the delivery of 5 solar
projects across regional Australia we
have engaged with the community
and local landholders to minimise
disruption and develop a genuine
relationship that works for Terrain
Solar and local residents.

Current project locations (in
development and delivered)
span Australia

What are we proposing?
 Submitting an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in
2022

Terrain Solar:
Warwick Solar
Farm, example of
non reflective
panels on
landscape.

 Intention to commence construction in 2023 and deliver
clean energy generator late 2023 / 2024 (pending
approvals)
 250 – 300 hectares of land, non-reflective panels,
producing 150 MWAC of energy
 Located on part of 740 Carrick Rd, due to location it will
minimise visual impacts to surround sight lines
 Access is proposed via Munro Rd, alleviating impacts to
Carrick Rd
 No additional offsite high voltage transmission lines, the
project will connect to existing infrastructure
 Solar Farm will be supported by onsite batteries to
improve reliability to the grid.

Example: On site battery storage containers look much like
traditional cargo containers and would be positioned on site.

Upper Lachlan Shire Council

The site
The site topography and location of the panels
allows for the proposed development to be in a
generally visually protected location from nearby
houses and settlements.
The visual catchment of the subject site is low,
with limited residential receivers in close proximity
to the site or with a view of the site.
Elevation data from Geoscience Australia’s
Elevation Information System (ELVIS) confirms that
the vast majority of residential receptors within a 4
km radius of the development site are shielded
from direct views of the solar development by the
prevailing topography.
Provisions will be put in place to minimise sight
line disruptions to neighbours, which we will talk
to later in the session.

EIS Project Timeline and Assessments
Jan – March
2022

Dec 2021

•

Land secured (November
2020)

•

Scoping report lodged
(January 2021)

•

SEARs issued (Feb 2021)

•

Environmental investigations,
technical studies and
assessments commenced

•

ACHA consultation

•

Environmental investigations,
technical studies and
assessments continue

•

Early engagement and
feedback sessions with the
community

•

Environmental
investigations, technical
studies and assessments
continue

•

Targeted engagement
activities

•

EIS lodgment to DPIE
(March 2022)

DPIE formal exhibition (minimum 28
days) pending assessment decision

WE ARE
HERE

Jan – Nov
2021

Late 2020

Discussion

EIS
Technical studies

David Walker
Planner

Tom Allen
Project Development Manager

Context
Delivery of the EIS involves a range of
assessments:

Important contributions from community engagement
include:

•

Historic heritage assessment

•

Traffic impact assessments

•

Water Cycle Management Study Report

•

Visual impacts and potential glare assessments

•

Land and Soil Capability Assessment

•

Noise and vibration considerations

•

Land Use Conflict Risk Assessment

•

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment.

•

Biodiversity assessment

•

Potential surface water impacts

•

Air quality, EMF hazard and risks, bushfire,
supply of construction water and waste
management.

Your feedback will help inform all the assessments.

Traffic
(Potential)

Background research has
commenced along with data
gathering.
Access is proposed to be via
Hume Hwy and Munro Rd.
Construction activities and
vehicle movements will occur
within EPA construction hours
and a detailed traffic
management plan would be
submitted with the CEMP and
approved by the Department.

Noise and vibration
Assessment work on this
component has commenced.
• Noise impacts will mostly be
associated with construction
activities and include noise
generated by preparatory
earthworks, delivery and
assembly of the solar panel
infrastructure, grid
connection, and operation of
vehicles.

• Operational noise impacts will include
the day-to-day operation of the solar
farm including the use of grid scale
batteries, inverters and switchgear,
and maintenance works (as needed).
From our assessment so far,
operational noise impacts are
expected to be negligible for any
nearby receivers. Further
investigations will be undertaken
to ascertain potential nearby
receivers and plans will be put in
place to provide adequate
separation and buffers.

Terrain Solar’s Molong Solar farm is a 30 MWac Solar Farm located in
the central west region of NSW, just north west of Orange.

Visual amenity
We know that visual impacts will be a key
interest for local landowners and residents.
Views may be possible from neighbouring
properties without intervening topography or
vegetation.
Potential impacts to surrounding sensitive
receptors may include changes to existing rural
views and solar glint and glare from the solar
panels. We plan to include green hedging and
foliage to minimise this.
We will be undertaking detailed site inspections and
invite members of the community to get in touch and
let us know if you want to know more.
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Biodiversity
The development will involve some clearing of native
vegetation, primarily limited to ground cover. Avoiding
impacts to biodiversity is a primary goal.
An ecological assessment is being prepared to identify any
potential biodiversity impacts under the Biodiversity Conservation
Act 2016.
The ecological assessment has identified the majority of the site is
classed as agricultural land with exotic species. Areas of sensitive
native vegetation are being mapped to inform layout design.
The project is not expected to require referral to the
Commonwealth under the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.
It is likely that some offsets as a result of minor native vegetation
clearing may be required. These will be discharged prior to
construction commencing.
A construction environmental management plan will contain
measures to protect retained vegetation and groundcover.

Soil, erosion and
rehabilitation
Potential impacts to soils and surface water
may occur during construction, such as
erosion and sedimentation. Impacts are
expected to be minimal and manageable.
These impacts will be identified
and assessed as part of the EIS.
Management of soil and water impacts
would be addressed in a CEMP.

Hydrology
Water Cycle Management Study Report (water
quality): is a study being undertaken to address the
potential for water quality impacts to the Sydney
drinking water catchment. Modelling will be
completed to ensure that the project has a neutral or
beneficial impact on water quality.
Surface water impacts: a hydraulic assessment has
been completed to analyse the flow of water across
the site, before and after the project takes place,
including looking at depth and velocities at various
flood events. This information is being used to
identify ‘no go’ areas for solar design.

Bushfire mitigations
The site is partly mapped as bush fire
prone.
A bushfire assessment will be completed to
support the EIS and will provide controls
during construction and operation. This will
include making sure the site is accessible to
fire fighting vehicles.
An asset protection zone will be
developed around the site.

Aboriginal and nonAboriginal heritage
A field survey of the site
has been undertaken to
inform preparation of a
historic heritage report.
This includes
assessment of potential
impacts
to Lockyersleigh local
heritage item and the
Ruins of Kyle.

An Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment
(ACHA) is also being prepared in coordination
with local Aboriginal groups. This has included
field survey to date and will also include subsurface testing. Initial analysis suggests that the
landscape features minimal likelihood of
significant heritage values. The conclusions of the
ACHA will be discussed with local Aboriginal
groups prior to being finalised.
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Investment and future
employment

Tom Allen
Project Development Manager

Social Impact and
Engagement
Following these Online Information
Sessions, we will compile feedback
received to consider.
We encourage community members to
fill out the online survey, to help inform
any potential social impacts that need
to be considered.
Dedicated activities will be undertaken
with the community in early / mid 2022.

Contact the team
1800 749 232
info@marulansolarfarm.com.au

Investing in the future
 Our goal is to have a workforce that resides in the local
communities.
 The project will need the right people with the right
skills to safely deliver the solar farm.
 It will be necessary during the construction stage to
bring workers with the required skills and experience to
the region, if we cannot locally.
 Travel would predominantly be by road transport and
measures would be put in place as per the CEMP to
consider all issues.

Terrain Solar’s Wagga Wagga Solar Farm site is located six
kilometres from the town centre

Future employment
 At the peak of construction, the project will provide
employment and specialist training for up to 200-300 jobs,
with opportunities for local contractors and subcontractors.
 Construction for a project of this size is anticipated to take
up to 18 months.
 Professional positions would include labourers, civil works,
traffic management officers, and skilled technicians and
engineers.
 Ongoing maintenance and repair work would be also be
available for the life of the project.
 Skilled Plant Workers would continue to visit and help
operate the Solar Farm as needed.
We will continue to engage with the community about
these opportunities as plans commence. Recruitment
would be through formal contractional arrangements,
details will be available publicly.

Discussion

Next steps
• www.marulansolarfarm.com.au
• 1800 749 232
• info@marulansolarfarm.com.au

It is anticipated that the EIS will be lodged with
the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and
Environment in early 2022. Over the next
couple of months, before we lodge the EIS, we
will be engaging with the local community to
provide you with more information, answer any
questions you may have and listen to your
feedback.

There will be a formal exhibition process for a
minimum of 28 days.
During this time the community will have an
opportunity to write formal submissions to the
Department of Planning, Industry and
Environment and provide further feedback.

